
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 
THE GOVERNING COUNCIL 

 
REPORT NUMBER 36 OF THE ELECTIONS COMMITTEE 

 
September 24, 2004  

 
To the University Affairs Board, 
University of Toronto. 
   
Your Committee reports that it met on September 24, 2004 at 11:10 a.m. in the Falconer 
Room, Simcoe Hall, with the following members present: 
 
Professor Michael R. Marrus (In the Chair) 
Mr. P. C. Choo 
Mr. Stefan A. Neata 
Mr. Stephen C. Smith 
 
Regrets: 
Dr. Alice Dong 
 
Secretariat: 
Ms. Cristina Oke, Chief Returning Officer 
 
ALL  ITEMS ARE REPORTED FOR INFORMATION. 
 
The Chair opened the meeting by welcoming members to the first meeting of the 
Committee, and providing an overview of the Committee's responsibilities.  

 
1. Report of the Previous Meeting 

 
Report Number 35 of the meeting of March 23, 2004 was approved. 
 
2. Business Arising from the Previous Meeting 

 
There was no business arising. 
 
3. Draft Report of the Governing Council Election Process 2004 
  
Members reviewed the Draft Report of the Governing Council Election Process 2004 
(Report) that had been prepared by the Chief Returning Officer.  Members asked for 
clarification of the difference, in some constituencies, between the number of valid votes 
cast and number of voters in Table 1 of the report.  The Chief Returning Officer 
explained that the differences were found in constituencies in which two candidates were 
elected.  Some voters chose to vote only for one candidate, while others voted for two 
candidates.   
 
Members reviewed the recommendations contained in the Report.  It was noted that 
student members of the Governing Council were working to raise the profile of the work 
of the Council throughout the year.  A member asked about the advantage of coordinating 
the Governing Council elections and the Students’ Administrative Council (SAC) 
elections.  Was it more important to have a large number of voters or a smaller number of 
informed voters? 
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A member suggested that the campaign period for web-based voting be reduced to take 
into account the extension of the campaign period to the close of voting. 
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4. Community Input for 2005 Elections Process 
 
Members reviewed the draft memorandum to the University community requesting 
comments on the Governing Council election process and Election Guidelines for 2005.  
No changes were suggested. 
 
A member asked the Chief Returning Officer to explore the option of organizing a  
candidates’ debate during the election period. 
 
5. Date of Next Meeting 
 
The Chair reminded members that the next meeting was scheduled to be an open meeting 
for the purposes of receiving community input for the 2005 Governing Council election 
process.  It would take place in the Croft Chapter House, University College, on Monday, 
October 4, 2004.   
 

The Chair declared the meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m. 
 

  
 
________________________________ ________________________ 
 
Recording Secretary  Chair 
 
September 28, 2004 
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(d) Develop appropriate campaign regulations for use of candidate web-sites, 

communication via list serves, and other issues related to use of technology in the 
election period. 

 
(e) Identify areas of conflict between regulations for the Students’ Administrative Council 

(SAC) elections and those for Governing Council elections to eliminate ways in which 
candidates might derive an unfair advantage through joint campaigning. 

 
(f) Work with SAC representatives to co-ordinate the Governing Council election schedule 

with that of SAC. 
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